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LEARNING STATEMENT

The creative arts encompass a rich tapestry of creative endeavour across a wide variety of visual and performing arts courses and are an integral and essential component of education. Through undertaking learning in the creative arts, students develop skills, knowledge and understanding that will enable them to: communicate and cooperate with others; adapt to change; and develop strategies for personal growth. Arts education develops people who are resilient, creative, versatile and self-assured.

Through the study of the creative arts, students learn to express themselves in varied and original ways. They acquire new skills and learn specialised techniques. At the same time they have the opportunity to engage in creative decision-making processes. Students will also examine the impact of new technologies and techniques in their chosen field of specialisation and consider these in the context of the contemporary arts. 

Study of arts is a significant means of defining Australian culture and, by their unique nature, the arts enrich the lives of all in our society. A knowledge and understanding of the arts will enable students to participate more effectively in, and contribute to, the diverse aspects of Australian cultural life.

course size and complexity

This course has been assessed as having a complexity level of TQA level 3.

At TQA level 3, the student is expected to acquire a combination of theoretical and/or technical and factual knowledge and skills and use judgment when varying procedures to deal with unusual or unexpected aspects that may arise. Some skills in organising self and others are expected. TQA level 3 is a standard suitable to prepare students for further study at the tertiary level. VET competencies at this level are often those characteristic of an AQF Certificate III.

The TQA level 3 course has a size value of 15. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

In studying Media Productions, students will develop an understanding of a range of aspects of the media at TQA level 3.  Students will explore the media through practical experiences. Students will form into production teams within learning environments that simulate a professional setting in order to develop products in a specific medium.

Through acquisition of technical, narrative and analytical skills students will develop the ability to critically assess and appreciate the operational functions and social implications of their medium of specialisation.

ACCESS

	Course providers will note that delivery of this course requires specialist equipment. It is recommended that – depending on the media studied – students should have access to the following items of equipment:

Television/Video:

	· designated/purpose built studio space

· digital video cameras and associated equipment

· editing suite/post production suite (for example AVID, Premiere Pro, Final Cut Pro, DVD Studio Pro, Encore, Motion etc.)

· microphones and associated equipment


· studio and location lighting equipment

· graphic software (e.g. Photoshop, After Effects).



	Print:

	· desk top publishing lab (including software such as Photoshop, InDesign, Illustrator

· digital camera and associated equipment

· laser printing

· scanning.

	Radio: 

	· audio mixing console/ DAW studio 

· telephone interface unit

· microphones and associated equipment

· digital recording devices (studio and location equipment).


Learning OUtcomes

On successful completion of this course, learners will have:

· attained skills, knowledge and understanding of a range of communication techniques, and ways in which intention can best be communicated to an audience

· developed a range of technical skills appropriate to their medium of specialisation
· the ability to apply technical skills and production processes to the creation of media narratives
· the knowledge and understanding of the media and its role within our society
· media production skills through initiation, planning and the implementation of ideas
· the ability to work effectively as an individual, and as a member of a media team
· skills in selecting and using technologies, and planning, organising and completing activities
· knowledge and understanding of work place safety/OH & S issues related to Media Production
· the ability to share and evaluate work with others.
COURSE CONTENT

Students undertaking Media Production will specialise in ONE of the following three (3) options:

· radio

· video/television

· print media.

Within a simulated media production environment, appropriate to a particular medium, students will experience a synthesis of technical skills and production while evaluating this process through analysis and appreciation. The outcome of this process is a product. The outcome of this process is a product. The process may be represented diagrammatically thus:

Between each of the three main areas of study exist three areas of synthesis.

Between analysis and production exist the areas of:

· presentation

· public communications

· problem-solving.

Between technical and production exist:

· graphics

· layout

· editing.

Between technical and appreciation exist:

· review

· critical analysis.

During the production process students will engage in activities in order to realise a product in different areas such as:

· news and current affairs

· comedy

· documentary

· animation

· talk back

· cartoon

· sport 

· soap opera

· advertising 

· horror

· drama.
Assessment

Criterion-based assessment is a form of outcomes assessment which identifies the extent of student achievement at an appropriate end-point of study. Although assessment in the classroom is continuous, much of it is formative, and is done to help students identify what they need to do to attain the maximum benefit from their study of the course. Therefore, assessment for summative reporting to the TQA should focus on what both teacher and student understand to reflect end-point achievement.

The standard of achievement each student attains on each criterion is recorded as a rating ‘A’, ‘B’, or ‘C’, according to the outcomes specified in the standards section of the course.

A ‘t’ notation must be used where a student demonstrates any achievement against a criterion less than the standard specified for the ‘C’ rating. The ‘t’ notation is not described in course standards.

A ‘z’ notation is to be used where a student provides no evidence of achievement at all.

Providers offering this course must participate in quality assurance processes specified by the TQA to ensure provider validity and comparability of standards across all awards. Further information on quality assurance processes, as well as on assessment, is available in the TQA Senior Secondary Handbook or on the website at http://www.tqa.tas.gov.au

Internal assessment of all assessment criteria will be made by the school. Schools will report the student’s rating for each criterion to the TQA.

The TQA will supervise the external assessment of designated criteria (*) in TQA courses that include an external assessment regime. The ratings obtained from the external assessments will be used in addition to those provided from the school to determine the final award.

quality assurance processes

The following processes will be facilitated by the TQA to ensure there is:

· a match between the standards for achievement specified in the course and the standards demonstrated by students

· community confidence in the integrity and meaning of the qualification.

Process: 

The TQA offers course providers feedback about any systematic differences in the relationship of their internal and external assessments and, where appropriate, seeks further evidence through audit and requires corrective action in the future.

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS
The following criteria will be externally assessed: 1, 2, 3 4, and 7.

The external assessment of Media Production is:

· a two hour written examination (criteria 2 and 4)
· the presentation of a folio of work in a specialised field of study (criteria 1, 3 & 7).
Details regarding the external assessment of this course are given in the TQA’s Folio Guidelines document.

CRITERIA

The assessment for Media Production will be based on the degree to which a student can:

1.
*Demonstrate the ability to communicate production ideas with regard to a particular target audience

2.
*Observe and critically analyse media products

3.
*Apply appropriate techniques and production processes to create a finished product

4.
*Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the media and today’s society

5.
Plan, organise and complete media activities

6.
Work collaboratively and constructively with others

7.
*Select and use appropriate equipment and technologies for a range of media products

8.
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of legal and workplace safety issues encountered in the media industry.

* = externally and internally assessed criteria

STANDARDS AND SOURCES OF EVIDENCE

Criterion 1:
*Demonstrate the ability to communicate production ideas   with regard to a particular TARGET AUDIENCE

	Rating ‘C’
	Rating ‘B’
	Rating ‘A’

	A learner can:
	A learner can:
	A learner can:



	·  
	demonstrate awareness of the needs of audience and address these when creating products
	·  
	demonstrate awareness of the needs of audience and successfully address these when creating products
	·  [
	demonstrate keen awareness of the needs of audience and successfully address these when creating products

	· 
	consider the aim of the media product and its intended audience and  generate and employ an angle or point of view 
	· 
	carefully consider the aim of the product and its intended audience and  generate and employ a suitable angle or point of view
	· 
	thoroughly consider the aim of the product and its intended audience and  generate and employ an effective angle or point of view 

	· 
	develop production documents* to convey information and maintain logical development 
	· 
	develop suitable production documents* to convey information and maintain logical development
	· 
	develop comprehensive production documents* to convey information and maintain logical development



	· 
	generate and employ appropriate production techniques to create a product that is comparable to the production documents
	· 
	select and successfully  employ appropriate production techniques to create a product that is reflective of the production documents
	· 
	select and competently  employ appropriate production techniques to create a product that is consistent with the production documents

	· 
	maintain tone throughout each piece to in order to achieve articulated aims regarding target audiences.
	· 
	maintain tone throughout each piece in order to achieve articulated aims regarding target audiences.
	· 
	maintain consistent tone throughout each piece in order to achieve articulated aims regarding target audiences.


Explanation of Standard
The term ‘production documents’ refers to support materials such as: briefs; storyboards; shooting script; narrative ideas etc.

	Sources of Evidence

Demonstrate the ability to communicate production ideas with regard to a particular target audience.

	Through the development of media products, students will develop the skills to create media products which communicate their central aims with regard to an intended audience.  This will be done through the development of comprehensive production documents that:

	· Describe the productions aims/line/angle and intended audience

· Describe the narrative intention and which demonstrate the flow of ideas and the connection between the elements of production

· Demonstrate the knowledge and use of codes and conventions

· Demonstrate an understanding of the link between the narrative and relevant social values

· Use industry terminology.

	Students will develop an understanding of the specific requirements of a range of targeted media products in relation to such aspects as:

	· Media codes and conventions

· Creating narrative/story telling (eg script development)

· Genre choice (eg drama, news story, commercial/advertisement)

· Final script or production plan

· Social values

· Classification/censorship.




Criterion 2:
*Observe and critically analyse media works

	Rating ‘C’
	Rating ‘B’
	Rating ‘A’

	A learner can:
	A learner can:
	A learner can:



	·  
	reflect on and analyse the media work of self and others
	·  
	attentively reflect on and analyse the media work of self and others 

	·  [
	attentively reflect on and critically analyse the media work of self and others

	· 
	select and apply concepts and some specialised terms when appraising the media work of self and others;
	· 
	select and apply relevant concepts and appropriate specialised terms when appraising the media work of self and others
	· 
	critically select relevant concepts and appropriate specialised terms to clarify communication when appraising the media work of self and others

	· 
	describe the basic characteristics of production techniques employed in media works, and - providing some justification - reflect on their effectiveness 


	· 
	describe the essential characteristics of production techniques employed in media works, and - providing some justification - reflect on their effectiveness
	· 
	describe the inherent characteristics of production techniques employed in media works, and - providing informed justification - critically reflect on their effectiveness



	· 
	identify some production techniques used by self and others to apply to own work and the appraisal of the work of others
	· 
	identify a range of production techniques used by self and others to further develop analysis of own media works
	· 
	identify a wide range of production techniques and adapt these to achieve and support intent

	· 
	use constructive feedback to develop own work and the appraisal process
	· 
	respond to critical feedback and apply production techniques to improve work
	· 
	demonstrate consistent improvement in the selection and development of production techniques in response to critical feedback

	· 
	reflect on media works with reference to a range of issues relating to purpose, audience and cultural context. 
	· 
	analyse media works with reference to a range of issues relating to purpose, audience and cultural context.
	· 
	critically analyse media works with reference to a wide range of issues relating to purpose, audience and cultural context.


	Sources of Evidence

Observe and critically analyse media products.

	Students will be required to research, gather information, analyse and critically evaluate a range of media products including their own and other students’ work.

This will include:

	· Developing an understanding of their own and others’ production processes

· Reflecting analytically upon their own creative, critical and technical processes and production outcomes

· Developing a language for constructive feedback

· Developing an understanding of how production techniques work towards creating meaning including encoded meanings, genre/style and visual narrative

· Communicating ideas and information.



	It is recommended that students keep a reflective journal which includes detailed descriptions and evaluations of the production processes from the initial stages to the completion of the product.


Criterion 3:
*Apply appropriate techniques and production processes to create a finished product

	Rating ‘C’
	Rating ‘B’
	Rating ‘A’

	A learner can:
	A learner can:
	A learner can:



	·  
	generate and articulate an idea for a product
	·  
	generate, articulate and refine an idea for a product


	·  [
	generate, articulate and refine an original idea for a product

	· 
	organise all aspects of production from initiation to completion of a finished product
	· 
	manage and organise all aspects of production from initiation to completion of a finished product


	· 
	manage and organise all aspects of a complex production from initiation to completion of a finished product



	· 
	employ production techniques and provide some appropriate justification for choices made
	· 
	employ production techniques and provide clear and appropriate justification for choices made
	· 
	employ production techniques and provide detailed and appropriate justification for choices made

	· 
	employ a limited range of appropriate production techniques
	· 
	employ a range of appropriate production techniques


	· 
	employ a broad range of appropriate production techniques

	· 
	evaluate the effectiveness of a limited range of techniques.
	· 
	evaluate the effectiveness of a range of techniques.


	· 
	evaluate the effectiveness of a broad range of techniques.




	Sources of Evidence

Apply appropriate techniques and production processes to create a finished product

	Students will acquire knowledge, skill and experience in effectively using genre based techniques (e.g. codes and conventions) and using appropriate production processes to create narrative.

The production processes may include:

	Pre-production:
	Production:
	Post-production:

	· research

· budgeting

· idea generation

· interviewing

· scripting

· marketing

· story boarding

· casting

· producing.
	· filming/photography

· writing copy

· layout and design

· sound management

· sub-editing

· lighting

· recording

· direction

· videoing

· location management.
	· editing

· broadcast

· off-line

· on-line

· proof-reading

· presentation

· sound sweetening

· final media e.g. printing, DVD, CD.


	The product is a focus for all of the processes that the students undertake in media production. The product should reflect the student’s potential.

Product examples:

	Video/Television:
	Print:
	Radio:

	· News Bulletin

· Commercial

· Drama

· Documentary

· Animation.
	· News Article

· Advertisements

· Newspaper

· Broadsheet

· Newsletter

· Magazine.
	· News Bulletin

· Commercial 

· Radio Play/Drama

· Interactive e.g. talkback

· Documentary/Feature.


Criterion 4:
*Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the media and today’s society

	Rating ‘C’
	Rating ‘B’
	Rating ‘A’

	A learner can:
	A learner can:
	A learner can:



	·  
	describe and explain the relationship between media and society
	·  
	analyse the relationship between media and society


	·  [
	critically analyse the relationship between media and society

	· 
	explain, using examples, a number of ways in which society influences or controls media
	· 
	explain, using a variety of examples, a number of ways in which society influences or controls media
	· 
	explain, using a wide range of examples, the ways in which society influences or controls media

	· 
	describe, using examples, the way in which different subsets* of society may shape media responses
	· 
	describe, using a range of examples, a number of ways in which different subsets* of society may shape media responses
	· 
	describe, using a wide range of examples, a number of ways in which different subsets* of society may shape media responses

	· 
	explain, using examples, the power the media may have over particular groups within society.
	· 
	explain, using examples, an understanding of the power the media may have over particular groups within society.
	· 
	explain, using examples, a detailed understanding of the power the media may have over particular groups within society.


Explanation of Standard

The term “subsets of society” refers to social groups such as teenagers, the aged, single/married people, gender, cultural and racial groups, special interest groups and so on.
	Sources of Evidence

Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the media and today’s society

	Students are required to demonstrate an awareness of the media in society including:

	· Historical background

· Media in Australia

· Media values and ownership in Australia 

· Journalism codes of ethics

· Difference in media content eg private vs public, tabloid vs broadsheet

· Bias/equity

· Tabloid journalism

· Commercial codes

· Social and legal implications eg stereotypes, censorship

· New media e.g. technical change, digital age, the internet, convergence.
The ABC’s Media Watch program is a highly recommended resource.  


Criterion 5:
Plan, organise and complete media activities

	Rating ‘C’
	Rating ‘B’
	Rating ‘A’

	A learner can:
	A learner can:
	A learner can:



	·  
	plan and organise activities to achieve a limited range of goals
	· 
	plan and organise activities to achieve a majority of given goals


	· 
	consistently and reliably plan and organise activities to achieve given goals

	· 
	co-ordinate tasks to finish some media projects and assignments within set times
	· 
	co-ordinate tasks to complete most activities within set times


	· 
	co-ordinate tasks to complete all activities within set times

	· 
	develop suitable plans and/or checklists to achieve a limited range of goals
	· 
	develop detailed plans and/or checklists to achieve given goals and satisfy the majority of stakeholder needs


	· 
	develop comprehensive plans and/or checklists to achieve given goals that meet needs of all stakeholders

	· 
	adjust or modify plans in an attempt to meet changed conditions.
	· 
	adjust or modify plans to adequately  meet changed conditions.
	· 
	consistently adjust or modify plans to effectively meet changed conditions.




	Sources of Evidence

Plan, organise and complete media activities

	Students will develop an understanding of the issues associated with planning, carrying out and completing a range of media tasks (including assignment tasks, class-based project work and self-initiated projects). This may include:

	· developing an understanding of planning procedures and their significance for successful outcomes and meeting deadlines

· developing skills in relation to the organisation of self

· developing skills in cooperation and the organisation of personnel.


Criterion 6:
Work collaboratively and constructively with others

	Rating ‘C’
	Rating ‘B’
	Rating ‘A’

	A learner can:
	A learner can:
	A learner can:



	·  
	work cooperatively with a range of people to achieve personal goals
	· 
	work cooperatively with a range of people to achieve a range of personal goals and improve production outcomes
	· 
	negotiate and cooperate with a range of people to achieve a wide range of personal goals and improve production outcomes

	· 
	work independently for agreed periods of time
	· 
	work independently for extended periods of time
	· 
	work independently and take responsibility for own and group’s time management

	· 
	collaborate with group members
	· 
	collaborate effectively with group members to achieve outcomes
	· 
	collaborate effectively and responsibly with group members to achieve agreed artistic outcomes

	· 
	communicate effectively when working in media activities.
	· 
	communicate effectively and provide some direction when working in a range of media activities.
	· 
	communicate effectively and confidently provide direction in a broad range of media activities.


	Sources of Evidence

Work collaboratively and constructively with others

	Students will acquire knowledge, skills and experience required to work effectively within a production team. This may include: 

	· developing liaison skills

· developing a sensitivity to the needs of others

· observing OH & S protocols

· using appropriate etiquette

· developing problem solving skills

· appropriate care of equipment

· communicating effectively

· providing required technical support.


Criterion 7:
*Select and use appropriate equipment and technologies for a range of media products

	Rating ‘C’
	Rating ‘B’
	Rating ‘A’

	A learner can:
	A learner can:
	A learner can:



	· 
	select media equipment and provide some appropriate justification for choices made
	· 
	select media equipment and provide clear and appropriate justification for choices made
	· 
	select media equipment and provide detailed and appropriate justification for choices made

	·  
	demonstrate a range of technical skills
	·  
	integrate and demonstrate a range of technical skills
	·  
	integrate and demonstrate a wide range of technical skills

	· 
	in response to errors or omissions detected by self and/or others, modify their use of a limited range of equipment and technologies so as to enhance results.
	· 
	in response to errors or omissions detected by self and/or others, modify their use of a range of equipment and technologies so as to enhance results.
	· 
	in response to errors or omissions detected by self and/or others, modify their use of a broad range of equipment and technologies so as to enhance results.


	Sources of Evidence

Select and use appropriate equipment and technologies for a range of media products

	Students will acquire knowledge, skill and experience in the application of a range of equipment and technologies employed to produce a range of media products. It is expected that students studying at this level are able to work independently and with minimal guidance. Work requirements may encompass:

	· appropriate selection of equipment

· understanding and operating of range of equipment

· applying skills and knowledge in a range of environments.


Criterion 8:
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of legal and workplace safety issues encountered in the media industry

	

Rating ‘C’
	Rating ‘B’
	Rating ‘A’

	A learner can:
	A learner can:
	A learner can:

	· 
	identify basic concepts of legal and safety issues relevant to the media industry and related activities
	· 
	identify a range legal and safety issues and concepts relevant to the media industry and related activities
	· 
	identify most key features of legal and safety issues and concepts relevant to the media industry and related activities


	·  
	describe some key features and concepts of legal and safety issues relevant to the media industry and related activities
	· 
	describe a range of key features and concepts of legal and safety issues relevant to the media industry and related activities
	· 
	describe most key features and concepts of legal and safety issues relevant to the media industry and related activities

	· 
	follow basic workplace safety requirements and procedures
	· 
	recognise and act upon workplace safety requirements according to established workplace procedures
	· 
	identify potential hazards and risks and act upon workplace safety requirements according to established workplace procedures

	· 
	use some appropriate terms when describing legal and safety issues.

	· 
	use a range of appropriate terms when describing legal and safety issues.
	· 
	use a broad range of appropriate terms when describing legal and safety issues.

	Sources of Evidence

demonstrate knowledge and understanding of legal and workplace safety issues encountered in the media industry

Areas of legal study will include:

	· copyright

· public liability

· verbal and written contracts

· licensing organisations.

	Students are required to understand and implement safe work practices.  

Areas of focus may include:

	· the identification of potential hazards/sources of injury (including risk assessments)

· correct lifting of equipment

· appropriate placement of equipment

· potential consequences of hazardous situations

· procedures for the reporting of potential hazards/sources of injury

· emergency procedures (such as evacuation plans)

· the obligations of employees and employers regarding workplace safety issues (including legal and ethical obligations).


Qualifications available 
Media Production (with the award of):

EXCEPTIONAL ACHIEVEMENT

HIGH ACHIEVEMENT

COMMENDABLE ACHIEVEMENT

SATISFACTORY ACHIEVEMENT


PRELIMINARY ACHIEVEMENT

AWARD REQUIREMENTS

The final award will be determined by the Tasmanian Qualifications Authority from the 13 ratings (8 ratings from the internal assessment and 5 ratings from the external assessment). 

The minimum requirements for an award in Media Production are as follows:

EXCEPTIONAL ACHIEVEMENT (EA)

11 ‘A’, 2 ‘B’ ratings (4 ‘A’, 1 ‘B’ from external assessment)

HIGH ACHIEVEMENT (HA)

5 ‘A’, 5 ‘B’, 3 ‘C’ ratings (2 ‘A’, 2 ‘B’, 1 ‘C’ from external assessment)

COMMENDABLE ACHIEVEMENT (CA)

7 ‘B’ ratings 5 ‘C’ ratings (2 ‘B’, 2 ‘C’ from external assessment)

SATISFACTORY ACHIEVEMENT (SA)

11 ‘C’ ratings (3 ‘C’ from external assessment)

PRELIMINARY ACHIEVEMENT (PA)

6 ‘C’ ratings 

A student who otherwise achieves the rating for a CA (Commendable Achievement) or SA (satisfactory Achievement) award but who fails to show any evidence of achievement in one or more criteria (‘Z’ notation) will be issued with a PA (Preliminary Achievement) award.

COURSE EVALUATION 

Courses are accredited for a specific period of time (up to five years) and they are evaluated in the year prior to the expiry of accreditation.

As well, anyone may request a review of a particular aspect of an accredited course throughout the period of accreditation. Such requests for amendment will be considered in terms of the likely improvements to the outcomes for students and the possible consequences for delivery of the course.

The TQA can evaluate the need and appropriateness of an accredited course at any point throughout the period of accreditation.

Course developer

The TQA acknowledges the significant leadership of Simone Cunliffe in the development of this course.
Accreditation

The accreditation period for this course is from 1 Jan 2012 – 31 Dec 2016.
Version History

Version 1 – 
Accredited version (7 Dec 2012). This course replaces  MED5C Media Production which expired on 31 Dec 2011.

Version control

This document is a Word version of the course. It is not a TQA controlled version. The current PDF version of the course on the TQA website is the definitive one. 

© Copyright for part(s) of this document may be held by individuals or organisations other than the TQA
    Period of Accreditation: 1 Jan 2012 – 31 Dec 2016
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Date of Publication: 8 December 2011
Tasmanian Qualifications Authority
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Tasmanian Qualifications Authority
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