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External Assessment Guidelines



Oral Examination:

The oral examination will consist of a general conversation between the candidate and examiners. In the conversation, the candidate and examiners will discuss the candidate’s research folio (as outlined in the course guide – page 2 [topics and study skills]) as this forms the basis of discussion during the oral.

Approximately 10 – 12 minutes.

This section assesses criterion 2.

Below is an oral marking guide for examiners:

	‘t’ Rating
	‘C’ Rating
	‘B’ Rating
	‘A’ Rating

	Limited contributions to conversation.

Difficulty in presenting even simple ideas.

Hesitant and often incomprehensible.

Low accuracy.
	Initiate and participate effectively in the oral interaction

(with some accuracy so candidate is intelligible)

	Initiate and participate effectively in the oral

interaction with reasonable accuracy


	Initiate and participate

effectively in the oral interaction with a high level of accuracy


	Irrelevant and/or repetitive responses


	Generate (some) complex phrases and sentences
	Generate complex phrases and sentences


	Generate complex phrases and sentences



	A very narrow vocabulary.


	Use a (limited) range of vocabulary and structures
	Use a broad range of vocabulary and structures
	Use a broad range of vocabulary and structures, with some idiom

	Unclear pronunciation
	Use (mostly) clear pronunciation
	Consistently use clear pronunciation
	Consistently use clear pronunciation

	Inappropriate intonation
	Appropriate intonation
	Appropriate intonation
	Appropriate intonation


The Written Examination:  

The length of the examination will be 2 hours and 15 minutes + Aural Examination (45 minutes) on CD (same as previous years), 3 hours in total.

Each part of the examination will be shown by their titles, eg:


Reading and Responding


Writing in English

Texts


Listening and Responding

Each of these parts will be printed separately and will have a coloured cover for each to make it easier for the markers and candidates to identify the different parts.

The Reading and Responding, Writing in English and Text parts will be given to candidates at the beginning of the examination. At the end of the second hour (plus 15 minutes) the Listening and Responding part will be given to candidates. Candidates may retain the first three parts until the end of the examination.

Reading and Responding:

The paper will contain two texts in English of total 700 – 1000 words in total for the 2 passages.  The texts will be different in style and purpose., eg:

•
provide candidates with a recipe and then ask questions related to the recipe.

•
provide a passage and then ask questions on the content of that passage.

The questions will be written in English for answers in English.

Marks will be collected for this part of the examination.

Writing in English:

There will be five questions.  Candidates must choose one of the five questions.

The total word length for the response will be approximately 250 words.
There are five response types that will be examined on the examination paper, they are:
•
Narrative
•
Descriptive
•
Reflective
•
Comparative
•
Discussion
The questions will be written in English for answers in English.

Ratings will be collected for this part of the examination.

Texts:

The paper will contain three texts/stimulus in English of total 500 – 650 words in total for the 3 passages.  

Candidates must answer all of the questions in English on TWO of the texts from this part.

The questions will be written in English for answers in English.

Marks will be collected for this part of the examination.

Listening and Responding:

The Listening and Responding part of the examination (audio) will be on CD.

The passages are to be known as Spoken Texts.

All Spoken Texts will be heard 3 times each. There will be between 2 texts in English. The total listening time for one reading of the texts without pauses will be approximately 5-8 minutes.

The questions will be written in English for answers in English.

The Listening and Responding part will not be longer than 45 minutes.

Instructions for CD:

The CD is self running, and includes the 5 minutes reading time allowed for candidates for this part of the examination.

Candidates may write from the 1st reading of the Spoken Texts.

•
1st hearing of Spoken Text  - gap the same length as the length of passage.

•
2nd hearing of Spoken Text – gap the same length as the length of passage.

•
3rd hearing of Spoken Text – gap will be double the length of the passage.

Each Spoken Text passage is played as above, but in between the candidates will be told that this is the 1st Reading of Spoken Text 1 and so on for each reading.

Instructions for exam paper:

Each Spoken Text will be contextualised eg, hear the message left on the answering machine, or hear the radio advertisement for shampoo.

Marks will be collected for this part of the examination.

1 CD Player per examination room will be permitted.

Candidates will not be permitted to use their own personal CD player when undertaking the Listening and Responding part of the examination.  

If the examination is being conducted in multiple rooms for the same language the supervisors will ensure that the Listening and Responding parts commence at the same time.
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